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It was a hot week again with only

sparse and scattered showers. Several

days showed readings of 100 degrees or

higher. The average temperatures ranged

from 4 to 7 degrees above normal.

Rainfall was light except for some

localized heavy amounts of one to three

inches.

GENERAL

Hot, dry weather returned to Nebraska

with irrigation demanding full-time

attention in the southern half of the

state. Dryland crop conditions in the

east and south continued to decline during

the week. Most roW crops in the southeast

were deteriorating daily during this hot,

dry period. In the west, wheat harvest

was nearly complete, and in the east oats

combining was about one week away from

wind-up. Other fieldwork activities

included weed control in soybeans, as well

as idled acres, and meadow and upland hay

harvest in the north. Days _uitable for

fieldwork were 6.6.

Topsoil moisture supplies rated 67%

short and 33% adequate. Subsoil supplies

were 41% short, 57% adequate and 2%

surplus. A year ago, topsoil moisture

rated 64% short, 34% adequate and 2%

surplus. Subsoil supplies were 27% short,

71% adequate and 2% surplus.

nearly 60% of the dryland corn rated

mostly fair to poor. Silking had occurred

on 90% of the acreage compared to 70% last

year but same as the five-year average.

Corn having reached the dough stage was

15%, compared to 10% previous year and 25%

average. Various insect problems were

reported with producers busy scouting

fields during the week.

Sorghum crop conditions rated 24%

poor, 45% fair, 24% good and 7% excellent.

Heading was underway on 50% of the

acreage, with only 20% heading last year

but 60% av@rage.

Soybean conditions moved sharply

lower with 5% poor, 48% fair and 47% good.

Ninety percent of the crop was blooming

compared to 65% last year and a three-year

average of 80%. Podding was underway on

55%, same as the average but well ahead of

20% last year.

The third cutting of alfalfa was 15%

complete with both last year and average

at 10%. Growth in many eastern and

southern fields was very short with some

producers expecting no third cutting this

year.

Winter wheat harvest was 98%

complete, with 100% cut last year and

average. High humidity and late afternoon

showers hindered the final wind-up in the

Panhandle this week.

LIVESTOCK

CROPS Pasture and range feed supplies once

in great abundance were being rapidly
The combined rating of irrigated and

non-irrigated corn showed 5% in poor depleted in parts of _the east and south.

condition, 21% fair, 62% good and 12% supplemental feeding was underway in a few

excellent. Large differences existed areas. Heat and high humidity again

between the irrigated and dryland ratings, combined to heavily stress livestock.
Losses of confined fat cattle and hogs

Nearly 90% of the irrigated corn crop
rated mostly good or excellent while were reported, with death losses in young

pigs also occurring.

Precipitation, April 1 - August 5, 1983

NW NC NE CEN EC SW SC SE

Total past week ............ 60 1.00 .30 .00 .20 .30 .00 .00

Total since April 1 ....... 11.70 16.50 16.60 13.20 14.10 10.90 12.10 14.00
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